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Why IGARD?
NHS Digital’s response to the Partridge Review
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“IGARD aims to improve transparency, 

accountability, quality and consistency 

through robust, independent scrutiny of NHS 

Digital data distributions, as well as 

providing a voice for stakeholders and the 

public.”



Who is IGARD?

A mix of lay and specialist INDEPENDENT members including:
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Patients

Carers

Research participants

Academics specialising in health data research

Medical Professionals

Data protection specialists 

Privacy, confidentiality and ethical specialists 



“Sharing information can be 
as important as protecting 
confidentiality – unnecessary 
obstacles should not be 
allowed to prevent 
information sharing where it 
is in the interests of patients, 
service users and the wider 
public.”

IGARD Terms of Reference
https://digital.nhs.uk/about-nhs-
digital/corporate-information-and-
documents/independent-group-
advising-on-the-release-of-data
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• Challenges – how to balance:

• - legal duty to respect privacy (NB public 
confidence) vs.

• - potential benefits for patients

• Questions: is there a sound legal basis?

• Are the benefits to health and social care clearly 
explained?



Weekly minutes 
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How can you see what we are doing?
• Detailed minutes published weekly, usually within one week of an IGARD 

meeting

• IGARD pages hosted on NHS Digital website

• NHS Digital data release register 

• https://digital.nhs.uk/about-nhs-digital/corporate-information-and-

documents/independent-group-advising-on-the-release-of-data
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Connect with us

@nhsdigital

company/nhs-digital

www.digital.nhs.uk
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